
One day
coming over
to Macedonia
(Original title: Um dia Passando a Macedônia)



A vision appeared to
Paul in the night: a
man of Macedonia
was standing and
appealing to him, and
saying,

"Come over to
Macedonia and help
us."

Acts 16:9



23rd December - Impressive how the river is
dry! We had to actually enter into it.

But the river, even when is not full of water, is
full of people that never stop working.
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This morning we collected the last toys donated
and now is time to meet with the others at the
boat.



They are already on the church's boat, waiting
it to sail and start the mission, like every
month.
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A prayer is made, a breakfast consumed and
soon everybody start to work, making the bags
with food for all the families of the community
that we're going to visit.
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Everybody came with material
donated from families, friends,
and other people of the church.
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Everything is ready, even a feast for
the comunity to celebrate.

...and a final meeting to decide every
volunteers' duties.
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Always remembering the motivation
behind this mission and its reason.
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There is some time to relaxa bit, and
soon we arrived. Such a thrill!
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The boat stops and soon we
leave.
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The material is landed and some people of the
community arrive to help us.



But getting at the community, it looks
desert...

All this work for a desert community?
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Finally somebody appear.
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Of course! Everybody is waiting in the
church!
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The community is gathered and courious
to see what we are carrying.
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Soon the shooes for the kids, the
books...

...and the toys, are positioned in front of
the astanding crowd.
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In an instant the table is full of food
and everybody's ready to start the
celebration.

but something is still missing
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Ah! A prayer, of course.
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The pastor prays and bless all the presents and the
food. Now we can start the party!
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Kids first
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And soon everybody's served and can
taste the meal and have some fruit.
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The kids are now gathered, intent to listen to the
history of Jesus' birth.
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But is not yet the end, now is time to play
and there are presents for eveerybody!

And, where are the women?
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I found them all at the beauty
saloon made on the boat by
the sisters.
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The men too
were getting
ready for the
Cristmas, a
barber session
for them.

In the end, it's time to distribute the
food bags to all the families.
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And everybody's happy and smiling, but
a smile moved me more

The smile of a mother...
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...that finally has a pair of
shoes for her son to go to
school.



28

Now that I see the
city lights, I know
that this has been a
unique day of my life
and I understand how
this mission is
important in the lives
of those people that
really are in need.

The End

It's already time to go.



Passando a Macedonia
History of the project

The project 'Passando à Macedônia' (Acts 16.9) started in 2008 with the
goal to keep the work of the missions in the coutryside of the Amazonas
state of Brazil, being a help to the pastors and churches of the river
communities (ribeirinhas), helping to supply the necessities of their
communities in the development of projects for the maintenance and
growth of those communities.

With the growth of Project Macedonia's work, we felt the necessity to make
what today is a reality, the Macedonia Association.

The Macedonia Association has as main goals:

Promotion, develop, encourage and support the chistian cult in
churches, shools, and institutions of religious nature and benefit, with
basis in the principles of the Gospel of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, focusing the necessity of deepening in the christian life, in the
research of a more just and supportive society.

Develop the work of religious education through the help to churches
and religious institutions of the river communities in the state of
Amazonia.

Promote and/or support programs and projects for the purpose of
training and improving leaders and workers by offering spiritual help
and encouragement to their lives and ministries in the constant pursuit
of the expansion of the Kingdom of God.

Promote social education through artistic, recreational and sports
activities to disadvantaged communities.

Offer psychotherapeutic care individually; as well as couples and
families.

Provide food and materials for repairing housing, especially during
floods in the Amazon region.

Orient and coordinate the activities of its members, giving them
assistance and support to the performance of their ministry.
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